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Borton-Lawson expands geographically by opening their Pittsburgh Area office 

Pittsburgh’s
At Borton-Lawson, we have set 
aggressive goals to grow over 
the next several years. With our 
client-focused approach, we value 
communication, responsiveness, 
and exceeding expectations. 
Therefore, expanding 
geographically allows us to best 
meet our client’s needs, as well 
as develop relationships in those 
industries that are thriving in this 
rebounding economy.

Borton-Lawson proudly 
announces the opening of  our 
new Pittsburgh Area office, and 
we look forward to bringing our expertise to more clients 
in the Greater Pittsburgh Area. The office is located in the 
Brooktree Office Park in Wexford, PA.

With the new location, we are pleased to welcome Gary 
A. Runco, PE, PLS, as the Pittsburgh Area Manager for 

Borton-Lawson. In this position, 
Gary will be responsible to 
grow Borton-Lawson’s presence 
in the Pittsburgh area by 
marketing all of  our services to 
potential clients and managing 
the daily operations of  that 
location. Before coming to 
Borton-Lawson, Gary was 
the General Manager for 
Metal Foundations, the Vice 
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President-Domestic Operations 
at Paul C. Rizzo Associates, and 
the Regional Vice President at 
Wilbur Smith Associates. He has 
been involved in the engineering 
and construction business for 
over 32 years, and he is extensively 
involved with professional 
societies such as ASCE, ASHE, 
and ABCD. Gary earned his B.S. 
in Civil Engineering from the 
University of  Pittsburgh. He has 
his P.E. license in PA, WV, and SC 
and is a PLS in WV. 

Gary is focused on developing 
relationships in his role, and he would welcome the 
opportunity to meet with you to see how Borton-Lawson 
can help you accomplish your goals with our complete 
package of  professional design services.



ACEC/PA Diamond Award 
Awards

The ACEC/PA annual Diamond Awards for Engineering 
Excellence competition recognizes firms for projects that 
demonstrate a high degree of innovation, achievement, and value. 
A distinguished panel of 25-30 judges is convened to critique and 
rank the projects on the basis of uniqueness; future value to the 
engineering profession; perception by the public; social, economic, 
and sustainable development considerations; complexity; and 
successful fulfillment of client/owner’s needs.

Borton-Lawson recently received an Honor Award from 
the Pennsylvania Chapter of  the American Council of  
Engineering Companies Pennsylvania (ACEC/PA) for 
their work on the Geisinger Buckhorn Office Building 
in the Building/Technology Category. The award 
recognized the design elements of  the 94,000 square foot 
Geisinger Buckhorn Office Building, located outside 
of  Bloomsburg Pennsylvania. The structure has unique 
design features that incorporate building sustainability as 
defined by the United States Green Building Council’s 
Leadership in Engineering and Environmental Design 
(LEED) green building rating system. 

Patrick Endler, AIA, LEED AP, Vice President of  
Architecture for Borton-Lawson and Richard Hardy, 
Director of  Architecture and Engineering for Geisinger, 
accepted the award on behalf  of  Borton-Lawson at the 
event at the Hotel Hershey. Geisinger has been very happy 
with this facility that houses more than 400 employees, and it 
is a terrific example of  teamwork as well as communication 
between the entire design team.

2010 VISTA Award
VISTA Awards recognize teamwork in the design and construction 
of the healthcare environment. The award promotes the 
importance of a team approach to design and construction, 
involving the key stakeholders from the inception of the project 
through to completion. The healthcare industry developed 
this Award to highlight the successful implementation of this 
innovative team approach that results in close adherence 
to timelines and budgets, greater efficiency, flexibility, and 
productivity, as well as focusing on best serving the community.

Geisinger Health System won a 2010 VISTA Award 
for their new 175,000 square foot Critical Care Tower 
addition project. Geisinger Wyoming Valley’s new 
$60 million critical care building is specially designed 
to provide the most intensive treatment for trauma 
victims. Geisinger critical-care physicians and nurses can 
remotely analyze patient data from monitors, life support 
systems, electronic health records, medical orders and 
other sources of  information, and alert bedside staff  
when a patient is trending toward a serious health event. 
The program is clinically proven to improve patient 
outcomes and decrease length of  stay. 

The entire design team was presented with a VISTA 
Award for their extroidinary team effort on the 
successful completion of  this project at the 2010 
International Conference and Exhibition on Health 
Facility Planning, Design, and Construction in San 
Diego, CA.  The design team included Geisinger, the 
owner; Francis Cauffman Foley Hoffmann Architects 
Ltd., the Architect; Borton-Lawson, site design; and 
RAM-TECH Engineers, mechanical/electrical design. 
“I’ve never worked on a project where the designers, 
construction managers, owners, and contractor all 
worked as a team from start to finish with a common 
vision. It is truly a unique and effective approach,” said 
George Anthony, Landscape Architect, Borton-Lawson.



Over the past few years, as the federal government has evalu-
ated Pennsylvania’s application to convert Interstate 80 into 
a toll road, opponents, generally from here in Pennsylvania’s 
northern tier, have consistently decried I-80 tolling as unfair. 
But I take exception to such a statement, understanding that 
most do not know all the details of  our current situation.

As a regular Pennsylvania Turnpike traveler, whose office and 
home are about three miles from the Turnpike’s Wilkes-Barre 
entrance, such claims of  injustice annoy me, and they should 
irritate any Turnpike motorist who is already paying higher 
tolls today. After all, a good portion 
of  our Turnpike tolls are helping to 
improve transportation in all of  the 
67 counties in our state-yes, even in 
I-80 counties.

We who travel the Northeastern 
Extension have been paying higher 
tolls for more than a year now. 
Tolls on the Turnpike increased 25 
percent in January, 2009 and went up another three percent 
this past January. Nearly all the revenues from those increases 
have gone to help the Turnpike Commission meet its financial 
obligations to the state under Act 44 of  2007, the law that calls 
for the tolling of  I-80. I wonder if  other Turnpike users real-
ize their tolls are paying for non-Turnpike bridge and highway 
improvements across the state?

Don’t get me wrong. I understand the need, and I’m willing to 
pay a bit more to support and improve transportation facilities 
statewide (Act 44 revenues from toll-paying Turnpike travel-
ers have already produced 1,005 miles of  improved roadway 
and 153 bridge replacements across the Commonwealth of  
Pennsylvania). But if  we are in fact a Commonwealth,  mean-
ing “for the greater good”, it puzzles me why some would so 
fervently object to such a necessary measure, especially when 
there are few practical options to generate the needed fund-
ing. And more importantly, why would they object to a system 
which would more equitably assess fees for use?

About 20,000 drivers use the Northeast Extension in our 
region every day, and roughly 500,000 people per day use 
the entire Pennsylvania Turnpike. So, if  we can all dig a little 
deeper, perhaps the true injustice is that some I-80 travelers 
apparently believe they shouldn’t have to give a cent more for 
better infrastructure. Anti-tolling groups and some elected 
officials have largely avoided honest discussion about the 
benefits of  tolling. So I feel obliged to mention that, since Act 

44 was passed, the Turnpike Commission has transferred to 
PennDOT about $2.3 billion (more than double the amount of  
transportation funding Pennsylvania received from the federal 
stimulus bill) enabling 310 improvement projects and helping 
to retain or create tens of  thousands of  jobs. This is money 
that you, the Turnpike toll payer, have provided over the past 
30 months to pay for improvements on roads and bridges you 
may never travel.

In fact, the higher tolls my fellow Turnpike users and I are 
paying have allowed PennDOT to complete or start nearly 
$700 million worth of  road and bridge projects across Penn-
sylvania in two years, including more than $107 million spent 
in the 16 counties through which I-80 runs. That merits re-
peating: Turnpike travelers have supplied $107 million for road 
and bridge improvements in the I-80 corridor.

We’ve heard predictions that tolls 
would be “devastating” to the cor-
ridor, but several measures have 
been put in place to ease impacts. 
Creating a short-trip discount to let 
passenger vehicles with E-ZPass 
drive up to 60 miles without pay-
ing, placing the nine toll points to 
minimize diversion from I-80, and 
committing funding to make safety 

improvements to adjoining routes that see a boost in traffic 
should diminish the worries of  those who live near I-80. Even 
truckers will qualify to receive a sizeable E-ZPass discount 
depending on their monthly usage.

Many opponents point out the negative impact tolling could 
have on the region and fail to mention the opportunities that 
would be created by a four-fold increase in capital spending on 
I-80. Few have the insight to exclaim the consequence if  noth-
ing is done. Even fewer are forthcoming with ideas on how 
they would come up with the crucial resources to maintain our 
highways, bridges and public-transit organizations.

Providing infrastructure to move people and goods is a fun-
damental function of  our government and arguably its most 
important mission. As a professional who serves transporta-
tion-industry clients, I can tell you that, without new revenues 
to fund our aging infrastructure, our economy would falter 
and eventually could fail.

Any choice the government makes to increase transportation 
funding is going to have an impact; sadly, money doesn’t grow 
on the shade trees around our state capitol in Harrisburg. A 
majority of  state lawmakers made a tough choice three years 
ago to help solve the problem of  adequate funding for our 
crumbling ground-transportation network when they passed 
Act 44. Now, we need the support of  Washington, D.C. to 
fully implement this solution.

I-80 toll

Chris Borton’s professional opinion on tolling I-80
debate
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“Always be on time”
Name: William Bolton, PLS
Position:  Surveyor

new hires

fun fact:
What is the best advice you’ve 
ever received?

“My father told me, “It doesn’t matter 
how much money you make, you are 
only worth what you save.”
Name: Gary Runco, PE
Position: Pittsburgh Area Manager

“Always try to keep a positive at-
titude and be quick to smile”
Name: Brian Skelton
Position: Surveyor

Borton-Lawson is pleased to 
announce that Thomas A. 
Makowski, Esq. has joined 
the firm as Vice President 
of  Business Development 
and Marketing. He will be 
responsible for leading the firm-
wide business development and 
marketing efforts.

“I’ve known Tom for over 25 years being associated, 
in a personal as well as a business setting. Tom’s drive, 
personality, and problem-solving abilities are a perfect 
match with the Borton-Lawson team. I look forward to 
these traits weaving into the fabric of  Borton-Lawson to 
the benefit of  our clients,” said Chris Borton, President.

Tom is an industry and government relations professional 
with over 20 years of  experience. His experience ranges 
from private law practice to directing government agencies, 
as well as performing corporate and industry relations 
functions for the nation’s largest student loan lender. Tom 
has served government on the local, state, and federal 
levels. He is highly regarded for building partnerships in the 
public and private sector, and for establishing outstanding 
community relations initiatives, policy, and strategy. 
Tom has also been active in the community, serving on 
numerous boards and committees. 

“This is a key hire to help us achieve our strategic objectives 
with our growth into the central and western part of  the 
state. We believe Tom will provide us with leadership in the 
business development arena,” noted Babur Mian, Chief  
Operating Officer.

Bringing Experience
Building Relationships
Tom Makwoski, Esq. joins Borton-Lawson as Vice 
President of Business Development & Marketing

“Earn respect, and give it as well.”
Name: Thomas A. Makowski, Esq.Po-
sition:  Vice President Business Devel-
opment & Marketing

We at Borton-Lawson are pleased to see our hiring kick into high gear as 2010 begins. We too 
were impacted by the national economic environment, seeing our hiring in 2009 slow down.  
However, 2010 is starting out with a bang!  Engineers, Environmental Scientists, Surveyors, 
Marketing Personnel, Designers -  these are all positions we are and have been working to 
fill since January of  2010.  Plus, we are opening two new offices and look to staff  both as our 
workload increases. Human Resources at Borton-Lawson is looking forward to 2010 being a 
demanding recruitment year and we’re ready for it!

~Mary Ellen Petcavage, SPHR, Vice President Human Resources



Perspectivea professional

on the risks of  frack water
by Chris McCue, PE, Vice President focusing on 
Marcellus Shale Development for Borton-Lawson

There has been much publicity recently associated with 
the process known as hydraulic fracturing in the Marcel-
lus Shale play. Hydraulic fracturing, commonly referred 
to as “fracking”, is a process used by natural gas explora-
tion companies to pressurize the well bore hole to create 
fissures in the shale to release the gas trapped in the shale 
formation. The process involves injecting a mix of  fresh 
water, sand, and additives into the deepest section of  the 
drilled well in an effort to separate the shale layers.  
 
Proponents of  the process cite the fact that this process 
is the only reason that horizontal drilling and related gas 
exploration is now affordable in North America, and is the 
only way the United States can reduce our dependency on 
foreign oil and our own gas reserves, 
which are subject to the risk of  hur-
ricanes in the Gulf  region. They also 
argue that the hydraulic fracturing 
process is best regulated under the 
state umbrella, where  state regula-
tions are more protective based on 
local interest and understanding of  
the protection needed. The Marcellus 
Shale play, with its heart located in our 
backyard in Pennsylvania, is reported 
to have enough natural gas in the 
reservoir to supply the United States 
for the next 100 years. It is the largest 
gas reserve in North America, and 
the fifth largest reserve in the entire 
world. If  developed correctly, this 
clean fuel alternative could dramatical-
ly improve the economic landscape in 
Pennsylvania for generations to come.

Opponents to the fracking process argue that unknown 
chemicals are injected into the ground, which risk our 
groundwater supplies.  They report that oil and gas  com-
panies do not publish the constituents utilized in the 
fracturing fluid, as fracturing companies cite that the data 
is proprietary information needed to keep a competi-
tive advantage. They fear that the fracking process is not 
regulated by the EPA, and instead is monitored at the state 
level, leaving a larger chance for failure or problems due to 

lack of  oversight. As a result, there has been a recent push 
to pass a bill, known as the FRAC Act(Fracture Responsi-
bility and Awareness of  Chemical Act), to regulate hydrau-
lic fracturing under the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.

Being exposed to the industry for the last two years, we 
have educated ourselves as much as possible to understand 
why such divergent views exist on both sides of  the issue. 
Having concerns about a new, industry is understand-
able, however; it is important to note, that there have been 
thousands of  wells drilled utilizing the fracking process 
throughout the country, with very few, if  any, clearly docu-
mented  reports of   contamination resulting directly from 
the fracking process. There have also been previous studies 
completed by EPA and others that have concluded there 
is no direct link between hydraulic fracturing and ground-
water contamination, as long as all proper construction 
techniques are followed.  

EPA has recently announced that they are undertaking a 
$1.9 million study to evaluate whether there are any poten-
tial impacts of  hydraulic fracturing  on groundwater sup-

plies. The study is expected to take 
approximately 2 years to complete 
and is scheduled to take an exhaus-
tive look at the activities currently 
underway across the nation, includ-
ing Pennsylvania.

This is a once in a generational op-
portunity for Pennsylvania to cre-
ate high paying jobs, and become a 
leader in the nation, and the world in 
clean energy.  One thing is for cer-
tain, regulating the fracking process 
under the Safe Drinking Water Act 
prior to the study being completed 
could prematurely halt the develop-
ment of  the Marcellus Shale, which 
could result in the associated energy 
companies going elsewhere. After 
all the years of  apologizing for not 

being able to provide economic opportunities or indepen-
dent clean fuel alternatives for our children and grandchil-
dren, we need to make sure we have all the facts from the 
EPA study before any further regulation is enforced under 
the Safe Drinking Water Act. In the interim, the State of  
Pennsylvania does have oversight and enforcement powers 
to control and monitor drilling in our State. In any event, 
all parties can agree that it is  imperative that development 
of  this clean fuel needs to be done in an environmentally 
sensitive manner.
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The Plains Township 
Board of  Commission-
ers voted 3-1, to appoint 
Borton-Lawson as their 

township’s engineer. The board interviewed 
representatives from seven engineering 
firms, some with impressive credentials, 
Commissioner Gerald Yozwiak pointed out. 
But it was Borton-Lawson that impressed 
the board the most with a comprehensive 
municipal audit program, which evaluates 
the health of  the township’s infrastructure.

Although the incumbant firm had served as 
the township’s engineer for the past twenty 
years, Yozwiak stated that Borton-Lawson’s 
appointment was a result of  the firm’s “abil-
ity to have the vision of  the future for the 

Plains
Township Engineer

young and old generations of  Plains Township, 
and the changing landscape of  our community.” 
Further commenting on the audit program Yoz-
wiak stated that “It’s like a town physical…They 
identified problems and a plan for improve-
ments – that’s what we need.”  

Having our corporate office located in Plains 
Township, we have a vested interest in the com-
munity, and we are excited about the opportunity 
to plan for future growth  that affects our busi-
ness, our families, and our colleagues.  

Our philosophy is that quality professional 
design will reduce the costs of  construction and 
long term operation. With the township’s annual 
capital investments, we are excited to add Plains 
to our growing client list! 


